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As we move toward our June in-
service day on Trauma-informed 
Classrooms, I wanted to take this 
opportunity to discuss some social 
emotional learning [SEL] practices that 
can support our 
students in the final 
marking period.   

Daily exit 
tickets are 
something teachers 
have been using 
more in our District.  
Take the time to ask 
students questions 
like: How are you 
feeling? What’s new 
with you? What do 
you want to share 
with me?  Teachers would be surprised 
by how many students will provide 
opportunities to learn more about their 
lives.  Knowing students are sad, bored 
or upset when they seemed engaged 
and outwardly happy can be valuable 
information to address their emotional 
needs more quickly and more often. 

SEL should be more than a task that 
is completed; it should be thoughtful 

strategies embedded into everyday 
classroom activities and norms. Ideally,  
students should be given multiple 
opportunities throughout the school day 
for practicing self-awareness and self-
management, increasing social 

awareness, building 
relationship skills, 
and making 
responsible 
decisions. 

Tying back to 
our Trauma-
informed model, 
teachers need to 
always [1] look 
beyond the behavior 
by asking what has 
happened to this 
child to have them 

act this way, [2] build relationships with 
every student and try harder to build 
relationships with students whose 
parents are not supportive, and [3] 
create a safe environment as a teacher 
by making all your students feel 
welcome!  We will continue to do more 
for our students. 

 
[excerpts from Edutopia March 22, by Jill Fletcher]  

Mock Courtroom  
Students in Mrs. Nunely’s class 
participating a mock courtroom during a 
persuasive writing activity. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Sphero in 4th Grade 

Civil Air Patrol memberships enabled 4th 
grade to acquire 4 Sphero Sparks, and 
students were excited to use them!  

Social Emotional Learning 
 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 



SUPERINTENDENT’S UPDATE |  2 

 

 

  

 

 

News  

& Notes 

ri 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mrs. Wagner serves as our K-12 Librarian, though primarily working out 
of the elementary, she also oversees the high school library. “Library in 
2019 is a far different scene from what it was when I was in school.  Now 
we are trying to create digital citizens that are tech savvy, while still 
fostering a sense of imagination and creative problem solving,” comments 
Mrs. Wagner. 

She is working to combine these skills with literature and typical library 
concepts.  “Our curriculum has made a large jump towards STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics), allowing 
students to respond to literature and solve problems using everyday 
materials. For example, if your pigeon can't drive the bus (Mo Willems), 
what CAN he drive?  Stop in to see what students are working on! 

 

Library Renovation… 
The new Collaboration Center has been fully 

approved by the School Board and construction 
will begin shortly.   The custodians and library 
staff are removing books, shelving, computers, 
and furniture in preparation for construction to 
begin.  The first step will be removing the old 
tile and carpet flooring which will begin in mid-
April.  The full construction will begin on 
Monday, May 6th.   

Please know there will be temporary 
inconveniences during the final 6 weeks of 
school and all summer long as the project takes 
place, but the new space will make it all 
worthwhile!   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 March 29-31: School Play Oklahoma 
 April 2: End of 3rd Marking Period 
 April 5-6: Elementary Play 101 

Dalmatians, Kids 
 

Health Advocate News 
To See Whitney Ferguson’s Schedule & 

News Visit 
 https://www.ciu10.org/Page/288 

Vaping Bill taking Center Stage… 
This week the House passed HB 97 

with a vote of 196-0, and it heads to the 
Senate. The bill amends the Criminal 
Code to make it an offense to sell 
nicotine products and electronic 
nicotine delivery systems to minors and 
for minors to purchase or attempt to 
purchase nicotine products or electronic 
nicotine delivery systems including vape 
pens and juuls. It also makes it an 
offense to possess or use nicotine 
products or electronic nicotine delivery 
systems in a school, on a school bus or 
on school property.  The bill is aimed at 
controlling the use on school property, 
which has become a significant issue in 
Pennsylvania schools. [From PASA] 

Lobbying in Harrisburg… 
In April, Moshannon Valley will 

participate in PSBA’s Lobby Day.  
Some crucial education issues with real 
percussions to our District, including 
funding, charter school reform, state 
testing, teacher evaluation, special 
education funding, and school safety 
need to be discussed with lawmakers, 
so they understand how their decisions 
affect Moshannon Valley. 

Certainly the budget process and 
adopting a state budget on time is of 
vital importance to our District.  Look 
for more information in upcoming 
newsletters about advocating for our 
students and community.   

    

[Left] Mr. Kowalcyk took the MV Broadcast team to visit State College Area High 
School’s live broadcast team.  Pictured are the broadcast teams from both schools.   
[Right] The group followed up their State College HS visit with a trip to WPSU.  Pictured 
are the Broadcast team with Carolyn Donaldson and they are holding the Emmy WPSU 
was awarded from The National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. 

https://www.ciu10.org/Page/288

